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Overview of session

u What are abstracts?
u Examples of good abstracts

u Guidelines on writing abstracts
u Group writing time
u Time to share (if you like)



u What is an abstract?
u Why do we write them?

u When do we write them?



Examples of good abstracts





Simple guidelines for writing an abstract
(Katherine.Williams@Liverpool.ac.uk)

u What are you looking at
u What timeframe/geographical scope

u What’s your methodology
u What are your conclusions (or what do you expect them to be if the 

research is ongoing)?

To note: for a paper, keep it focused! There isn’t space to talk about 
much!
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Auntie Freya’s Top Tips for Writing 
Abstracts

u DO

u Draw the reader into why they want to 
read/hear your piece.

u Clearly state your argument, methodology, 
or findings.

u Establish key terms and ideas.

u Identify the authors of any really central 
concepts.

u Make a clear link between key concepts 
and your argument.

u Use key parts of the completed work if it’s 
helpful.

u Keep to the word count, whatever it is.

u Follow the style guide, if one is set.

DON’T
Lose too many words scene-setting.
Contextualise too broadly.
Quote directly at length.
Use jargon your readers won’t understand, or 
abbreviations without first defining them.
Use contractions (isn’t, won’t, doesn’t, etc.)
SUGGESTED HIT-POINTS
A hook: here’s an interesting anecdote or thing I 
noticed that piques the interest.
The context: the bigger picture in which the hook 
sits; the questions it raises beyond the single 
instance; identifying your core research question 
for the piece.
The scholarship/methodology/concepts: outline 
the key ideas or methods you’ll be using to 
address the research question.
The argument: an explicit statement to the effect 
of “in this paper/article I will argue…”.



Guidelines for writing abstracts
(https://www.amsmusicology.org/guidelines-for-writing-an-ams-abstract/)

u General

u Read some successful abstracts. Identify commonalities and 
conventions but be aware that the initial proposal might have 
contained more specifics on findings and conclusions.

u Be clear, concise, and compelling. Don’t try to be clever, complex, 
or cute.

u Be collegial. Unless the purpose of your paper/session is to correct or 
refute, don’t criticize other scholars or bemoan the shortcomings of a 
whole field.

u Use simple, short sentences. A direct and concise first sentence can 
be powerful.

u Avoid (or explain) jargon, acronyms, or other specialized terminology 
that wouldn’t reasonably be familiar to all the members of the 
Program Committee.

u Multiple paragraphs (e.g., 2 or 3 in a 350-word abstract) are generally 
easier on abstract readers’ eyes than a single, long paragraph.

u Consider that readers will likely spend no more than a few minutes on 
your abstract and may be reading hundreds of others.

Individual papers, individual abstracts for panel 
sessions, lecture recitals and posters
- Successful abstracts usually provide answers to a 
small core of questions:
 -What is your argument?
 - How did you reach your conclusions?
 - Why are your conclusions important/new 
enough to share?
- Provide an easily identifiable thesis statement, e.g., 
“This paper argues (demonstrates, etc.).”
- Articulate the scope of the paper whether in terms 
of repertoire, dates, region, people, etc.
- Indicate how your work connects to or builds upon 
the work of other scholars.
- Identify your source material and methodology, e.g., 
archives, interviews, analysis.
- State clearly what your findings are.
- Answer the “So what?” question: the fact that no 
one has done it before, or that the subject is 
mainstream, is not sufficient. (Think about what 
someone in a different musicological area might find 
useful in your work.)
- Minimize speculation. If you say “I hope to find … ” or 
“I hope to raise questions about …” you’re unlikely to 
inspire confidence.

https://www.amsmusicology.org/past-annual-meetings/
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u Screenshot 2026-09-08 at 14.30.24



Group writing

u 30 minutes!



Anyone want to share or have a 
question?


